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Future NYC Theatre Openings 


The Love of Four Colonels-1/15/53, Theatre Guild and Aldrich & Myers present Rex 
Harrison and Lilli Palmer in a new comedy by Peter Ustinov, directed by Mr. Harrison. 


Digests of Current NY Theatre Reviews-more inside 


The Children's Hour. Coronet 12/18/52. Lillian Hellmants 1934 hit play is just as 
strong and pertinent today as it was when first presented, daily reviewers agreed. All 
but Chapman,News, okayed Kermit Bloomgarden's production,directed by the author and 
featuring Patricia Neal,Kim Hunter and Iris Mann. News critic wasn't as enthusiastic 
as he should because he thought it needed stronger acting. During the performance he 
found himself losing interest in and sympathy for Neal and Hunter,who fail to give show 
fine and fruity acting it deserves. Colleagues thought they played their roles exactly 
as required. Atkinson,Times, was surprised to find how apt the script is today. Hellman, 
he notes, has never written so tersely and accurately. Hunter won acting honors from 
Kerr,Herald Tribune, while he thought Neal was too markedly mannish from the outset. 
Script remains remarkably shrewd and incisive melodrama,but Kerr thought it lost a good 
deal of its vitality through unsubtle,unshaded playing. Present production is just as 
much a spellbinder as the original, comments Winchell, subbing for Coleman,Mirror.This 
being so it was possible for him to reprint his original 1934 rave with only alterations 
necessary for the names. Event is a welcome and exciting one if only because it demon- 
strates to a lean and backward theatrical season that what the American drama could and 
can be, praises Watts,Post. Hunter was elected for giving finest performance of season, 
while the drama was elected as the play of the season. 


Two's Company-Alvin 12/15/52. The news is that the Bette Davis show did open with 
Bette Davis onstage. Both star and revue produced by James Russo and Michael Ellis drew 
very mixed notices, Daily critics of Mirror, World Telegram & Sun, and Journal American 
filed "pro" verdicts, the majority filed "con" notices. Except for 2 bits that could be 
dropped Winchell, subbing for Coleman,Mirror,found it the breeziest revue in town.Vernon 
Duke music,he praised,is always agreeable and alive; though he agreed that there probably 
isn't a hit song in score. Hawkins,WT&S,isn't ready to say Davis is a great musical 
comedy star,but he okayed show as a triumph of personality and will power in a richly 
colored,not always tasteful,loud and fast affair. McClain,Journal American,notes revue 
isn't the most hilarious,tuneful or hilarious seen, but it does succeed in giving the 
customers a load of entertainment and laughs. Few of the sketches are as funny as any 
in recent seasons,though Davis could still use some better comedy material. Dissenters 
didn't think there were enough funny or pleasant moments in the evening to make it worth 
the price. Atkinson,Times,fears that Davis' performing is never much more than adequate. 
He particularly enjoyed Oliver Wakefield's parody of a British political address. Most 
attractive items of evening to Kerr,Herald Tribune, were 2 stunning dances created by 
Jerome Robbins and danced by Nora Kaye. If star and her writers were as brillant as they 
are brave,he suggested, the show might be a more consisten]~ joyous entertainment. Willing 
and limp revue is how Chapman,News,rated show. Sets,costumes, and a talented supporting 
cast are not enough to make a revue,he panned. Inspite of energy involved the revue remained 
curiously clumsy and inept entertainment to Watts,Post. 


Hits Revisited 
Return visit to Wish You Were Here by Gibbs,New Yorker, didn't change his original 


opinion. While he admits piece is better than opening night, he still didn't enjoy it. 
Sheila Bond and the swimming pool scene are the most interesting spectacles around town. 
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* Off- Broadway ' 


Equity Library Theatre produces Ah,Wilderness Jan 28-Feb 1,1953..Cricket on the 
Hearth, an adaption by Gilmore Brown of the Dickens Novel, will be given Dec 17-28 at 
Dobbs Ferry,NY, Playhouse...Originals Only resumes Saturday midnight musical revues 
Dec 20 with Stop,Look, and Listen , which will follow the regular performance of Gordon 
Reilly...Equity library Theatre tre production of Sidney Kingsley's The World We Make didn't 
win okay of Vene,Variety. Trade paper critic thought Gerry Jedd's performance in lead 
was uneven in sincere,somewhat pat and untidy exhibit...Ham 'n Legs , current Princeton 
Triangle Club production praised as well balanced revue that has plenty of sock by Syd, 
Variety, judging by campus debut. 


Current Palace bill headlines Milton Douglas, with Freddie Martell, Bert Howell and 
Frank Radcliffe, the Goofers, Linon, the St Clairs, the Carla and Feranda Dancers and 
the Shooting Mansfields...Paramount show featuring Jack Carter and Janis Paige extended 
eeePalace boxoffice selling tickets for Danny Kaye show from 10 AM to 10 PM dailyee. 
Holiday, which has closed during December, will re-open Christmas Day with Sally Rand 
headlining..«-eApollo Theatre resumes stage show policy Christmas Day with Louis Armstrong 
eeeTradepaper critics enjoyed Paramount bill. Francis,Billboard,notes that it is putting 
it mildly to say that Jack Carter runs away with the proceedings. Billboard's pewsitter 
and Glib,Variety,also applauded Honey Bros. antics...Puerto Rico Theatre,Bronx, planning 
Christmas and New Year's week stage shows with Nicholas Bros. 


* Film Notes 


Paramount planning to film modernized dramatization of Billy Budd, which has been 
given the working title of The Slot...MGM to buy John Patrick's dramatization of Verne 
Schneider novel "The Tea House of the August Moon", which Maurice Evans planned to put 
on Broadway this season...Warner Brothers will film High Button Shoes in 1953 with an 
all star cast..sMain Street to Broadway film will be released in late April 1953... 
‘Tonight We Sing biographical film on S. Hurok, due at Radio City Music Hall in Jan... 
Alfred Drake screen tested for role in film version of MGM Kiss Me Kate...Columbia an- 
nounced that Rita Hayworth and Gene Kelly WILL NOT star in film version of Pal Joeyee. 
Moss Hart signed to write musical version of"A Star is Borniwhich will feature Judy 
Garland...New Faces of 1952 may be filmed in three dimensional film by Natural Vision 


CorpeeeFrench production of Skipper Next to God to open at 55th St Playhouse...Phil 
Foster and Vivian Blaine featured in new TV-Film series "The Sergeant Is a Doll"... 
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* Green Room Department ' 


REST THOSE CRITICS...Editors might do worse than listen to Beverley Baxter's suggestion 
that critics be given a rest now and again before they become too jaded to diff- 
erentiate between a good play and a bad one, states "Stage" editorial. As the critic 
sees far too many plays he is never as hungry for the theatre as the average play- 
goer, whom he is expected to guide, the British trade journal points out. If the 
critic is to gain the respect of his readers he should be capable of getting into 
the skin of the typical normal theatre goer. This means that he mst anticipate 
every first night with pleasure, because no playgoer dreams of going to the theatre 
except for enjoyment,editorial concluded. 


COLUMN TIPS...7pm curtain test will be dumped by all shows now using it, predicts Kil- 
gallen...Ticket brokers are asking and getting $40 a pair for Seven Year Itch 
reports Winchell...Broadway lush let loose among current plays might see them 
as follows,puns Sobol: Time Out for Ginger Beer, I've Got Sixpints, Souse Pacfic 


and The King and High. 


PLAYWRIGHTS & TV..eRobert Sherwood's contract with NBC TV to write 9 original plays 
brings some interesting question to Minoff,Cue. Critic asks who in the theatre has 
turned out 9 good plays in a row in a given time period? Also what happens if the 
paid in advance scripts don't turn out good enough for either NBC or Sherwood's 

standards?...Newest theatre writer to sign TV contract is Ben Hecht who will be 

supervising editor of a new weekly series of original presentations viewed on CBS. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..-Reasons for dearth of holiday openings explained by Morehouse, WT&S 
as high production costs, difficulties in obtaining backing, disinclination on tne 
part of managers and directors to go along with plays however appealing they are 
in script form that lack posibilities of becoming sure fire hits...Drama critics 
are needed to tell producers more clearly what is wrong with play, Joshua Logan, 
Wish You Were Here coproducer told Drama Desk... Theatre press agents usually quote 
the critics with scrupulous correctness,notes Watts, Post...Sheaffer,Eagle, hopes 


writes of Two's Company aren't through revising the show. 


FOREIGN MAIL BAG..-French hit The Queen of Clubs is being bid for by several American 
producers writes Thomas Quinn Curtiss to Coleman,Mirror. Producer also notes that 


Folies Bergere is due in NYC next autumn...Broadway showman may be missing a bet 

by not rushing to Madrid, Richard Aldrich informs Morehouse,WT&S. Spanish stagehands 
earn 75¢ a day, and show girls are paid $1.50 a day, plays are rehearsed for 4 weeks 
and a one set play can be done for $500. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... Interesting chats with The Children's Hour featured actress and 
author: Only 10 lines were altered from the original script, Lillian Hellman revealed 
to Sheaffer,Eagle. Patricia Neal, whose only other NYC appearance was in Hellman's 
Another Part of The Forest picked a revival to re-introduce herself to Broadway be- 
cause she would rather be in a fine old play than a mediocre new one,she told Rice, 
Post. She added in her interview with Hawkins,WT&S, that she has learned a lot from 

seeing her faults on the screen. 


* Theatre News Round Up * 


Itve Got S nce closed after 23 performances...Madeleine Renauld-Jean Louis 
Barrault Company concluded extended engagement...City Center planning 6 week engage- 
ment of NYC Theatre Company starting Feb 4...The Seven Year Itch raised week end top 
to $6...Rodgers and Hammerstein received $25,000 from "Life" for their special Yule 
tune "Happy Christmas,Little Friend";money donated to R&H Foundation,agency to aid 
promising young music students...ANTA auction of theatre gifts brought low pricese.e. 
John Parker,"Who's Who in Theatre" editor,died Nov 18 at age 77. 


| 


t Digests of NYC Theatre Reviews * 


Whistler's Grandmother-President 12/11/52. Weekly critics thought less of Robert 
Finch's new comedy than daily reviewers did. All panned it, and most felt sorry for Jose- 
phine Hull trapped in the proceedings. Play is almost as bad as its title,summed up Time 
man,while his Newsweek colleague didn't file a review. Contrived foolishness would be 
somewhat less than endurable it not for redeeming presence of Hull,notes Gibbs,New Yorker, 
but it is still a fairly trying experience. Script is possibly the most relentlessly coy 
works of art in years,he commented. Keating,Cue, never liked"Whistler's Mother"portrait, 
and he likes her parent even less. Characters instead of being hilariously whimsical are 
merely infantile,Keating concluded. Morehouse,WT&S, frankly admitted he would rather 
have Hull in a play as weak as this than not have her around at alle Francis,Billboard, 
bets that someone must have been a helluva spellbinder to sell Hull on starring in this 
minor farce. Nothing can make Finch's absurd flight of whimsey anything better than the 
turkey it obviously is,the pewsitter commented. Though star is her old reliable,enjoy- 
able self, script is thin,draggy,one noteish affair which even she can't put over,Bron, 
Variety, panned. 


The Grey Eyed People-Martin Beck 12/17/52. Albert Selden's production of John D. 
Hess* new comedy drew only 3 mild okays from daily reviewers. All credited TV writer 
with trying to write a play about an important current topic, but most felt neither the 
idea itself was presented correctly, nor was the comedy funny enough for an enjoyable 
evening of play going. Walter Matthau won top honors in cast, while Sandra Deel was 
okayed by most. Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, suggested that playgoer might find first 
two acts striking and witty enough to carry the evening. Show, he thought,is awfully 
well produced, tightly,sensitively directed in a most believable set and very well acted. 
But critic agreed with majority who thought worthwhile premise didn't build to a strong 
conclusion.McClain,Journal American,marked show down as amiable,but not notable. Atkinson, 
Times,feared script is written in obsolete style caculated to make the suburbs,civil lib- 
erties,sex, nobility and the theatre equally objectionable. Critic suggested playwright's 
next attempt at civil liberties theme shouldbe with Ibsen as a collaborator. Kerr,Herald 
Tribune,fears that Hess is too much the TV writer to speak with any candor. Good intentions 
are no more sufficient in themselves in the theatre than they are any place else,notes 
Watts,Post. Script,which contains some good comic lines, starts out gamely to face its 
subject with bold liberalism,but it ends without force or the proper effectiveness, he 
concluded. Only favorable daily notice for show filed by Colby,Journal of Commerce,who 
rated it as a thoughtful comedy,well acted and well directed. 


* LA Theatre Notes ! 


Pasadena Playhouse running Dickens’ Christmas Carol through Dec 28+..Sartu Theatre 
opens Accidentally Yours next, Calling Mr. Hawk closedeee Carthay Circle giving two per 
formances of Affairs of State New Year's Eve at 7 PM and 10 PM...Variety reports crack- 
down to end practice of "kickbacks" among California little theatre groups. Local actors 
collecting unemployment benefits were found to be working during weeks they collected, 
turning their pay checks back to the managements of the little theatres. First defendant 
Pleaded guilty on charges that he collected benefits while appearing in Gallery Stage's : 
On The, Town...Recent Pasadena Playhouse production of Stalag 17 okayed by Von Blon,Times, | 
and "0.D."Examiner. Former ranked it as group's most lively session in months, while latter ‘ 
highlighted Boris Sagal's terse direction for bringing out rousing humor in script as 
well as keeping suspense at high pitch.,..Stage and screen stars attended 100th perfor- 
mance of Carthay Circle's Affairs of State as a tritue to veteran producer Henry Duffy 
eeeTurnabout Theatre will premiere new revue The Human Side by Forman Brown Jan 2,directed 
by Dorothy Neumann... 
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